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In this issue, we delve into critical topics shaping our environment and
livelihoods. Plastic pollution continues to be a significant topic in Malawi,
especially with the recent court ruling that upheld the ban on thin plastics.
We also highlight pressing concerns around Water, Sanitation, and
Environmental Justice, emphasizing the urgent need for improved access
to clean water and sanitation solutions amidst climate change. The Know
Your Land Law section sheds light on key legal aspects of land ownership
and usage, empowering individuals to make informed decisions. 

To enrich this edition, we bring you inspiring poetry and a short story,
capturing the essence of our connection with nature.

Enjoy your reading, and thank you for being a part of Nature’s Voice!

Welcome to the 2025 1st edition of
Nature’s Voice Newsletter! 

Through this Newsletter, the Centre for
Environmental Policy and Advocacy (CEPA)
brings you insightful discussions and updates
on critical environmental issues, reaffirming
our commitment to championing
environmental stewardship and sustainable
development.

A Word from the DirectorA Word from the Director

Herbert
Mwalukomo
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For decades, thin plastics have dominated Malawi’s packaging
industry, reigning as the go-to choice for convenience.
However, for nearly 10 years, the battle to dethrone them has
raged in court, bouncing between legal victories and setbacks
with no resolution in sight.

The war began in 2015 when Malawi took a bold step to ban
thin plastics. The Environmental Management (Plastics)
Regulations of 2015 prohibited the production, importation,
distribution, and use of plastics less than 60 microns thick. The
goal was clear: to curb plastic pollution, which had been
wreaking havoc on biodiversity, clogging drainage systems,
and proving nearly impossible to recycle.

THIN PLASTICS: A KINGDOM IN RUINS
BY CLIFF KAWERANI

Cliff 
Kawerani

The regulations

prohibit

production,

importation,

and use of

plastics less

than 6o

microns.

However, resistance came swiftly. In 2016, AERO Plastics
Industries and the Plastics Manufacturing Association
challenged the ban, arguing it would cripple businesses and
lead to job losses. The High Court of Malawi granted a stay
order, suspending enforcement pending a judicial review.

WHEN DID IT START?

What followed was a drawn-out legal tug-of-war, with rulings
swinging between support for the ban and suspension of
enforcement. From 2021, the case fell into grave silence.
Meanwhile, civil society groups, including Coordination Union
for the Rehabilitation of the Environment (CURE), Association
of Environmental Journalists (AEJ), Wildlife and Environmental
Society of Malawi (WESM), Civil Society Network on Climate
Change (CISONECC), Malawi Environment Endowment Trust
(MEET), Lilongwe Wildlife Trust (LWT), Centre for
Environmental Policy and Advocacy (CEPA), and several other
environmental activists kept the fight alive. 

CEPA
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The high
court ruled
in favor of
the ban,

ending the
10 years old

wrangle.

These groups spearheaded awareness campaigns and engaged decision-makers,
ensuring that the issue never faded from public attention.

WOULD THIS BATTLE EVER END?

The answer came on 31st January 2025. In a decisive ruling,
the High Court of Malawi dismissed both the injunction and
the application for judicial review. The verdict was final—
the legal fight over thin plastics was over.

After years of judicial limbo, a breakthrough came in July
2024 when the Supreme Court of Malawi dismissed the
case, clearing the way for enforcement. Environmental
activists celebrated, and the Malawi Environment
Protection Authority (MEPA) prepared to act. But just as
momentum gathered, a group of eleven plastic
manufacturers launched a counter-attack, securing another
injunction to stall the process.
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This ruling grants MEPA and the Environmental Affairs Department full authority to
enforce the ban, placing Malawi among Africa’s frontrunners in tackling plastic
pollution. Countries like Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, and South Africa have successfully
implemented similar bans, setting an example for Malawi to follow. However, the real
challenge lies in enforcement. Will Malawi uphold the ban, or will it struggle like DRC
and South Sudan, where enforcement has remained weak?

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR MALAWI?

To avoid economic strain, the government and private sector must ensure that
affordable, accessible, and sustainable alternatives are available, particularly for micro
and small-scale businesses.

While the ruling is a victory for the environment, the fight isn’t over. Strong monitoring
and enforcement mechanisms will be crucial. Smuggling from neighboring countries
where thin plastics remain legal is a real risk. Malawi must also embrace a circular
economy, promoting sustainable waste management and supporting businesses that
offer eco-friendly alternatives.

For plastic manufacturers, this decision is a significant blow. Yet, with global momentum
against plastic pollution including the draft Global Plastics Treaty many may have
already started diversifying. The pressing concern now shifts to consumers: What will
Malawians use instead?

As the nation transitions, one thing is clear: this is not just a ban but an opportunity. If
Malawi capitalizes on this shift wisely, it can lead the way in creating a cleaner, more
sustainable future.
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The most vulnerable groups frequently suffer the most as the effects
of climate change spread around the world. Malawi has seen a rise in
droughts and floods along with rising temperatures and erratic rainfall
patterns. The nation's problems of getting clean water and proper
sanitation are being worsened by these environmental changes, thus,
making environmental health and climate justice more important than
ever. 

The goal of climate justice is to address how underprivileged
populations are disproportionately affected by climate change.
Malawi's rural communities, low-income households, and women are
especially vulnerable to the country's water and sanitation crisis.
Water sources dry up or become contaminated when rainfall is erratic,
making it difficult to get clean drinking water on a daily basis. This is a
social and public health disaster rather than just an environmental
problem in a nation where over half of the population do not have
access to safely regulated drinking water and nearly two thirds do not
have basic sanitation facilities. Human rights, such as the rights to
equality, health, and dignity, are directly threatened by the interplay
of water, sanitation, and climate change. 

WATER, SANITATION, AND CLIMATE
JUSTICE IN MALAWI: A PATH TO
ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY

An essential component of public health is having access to clean
water and proper sanitation. Communities that lack it are more
vulnerable to waterborne illnesses including cholera, dysentery, and
typhoid. These illnesses are more likely to spread in areas with poor
sanitation infrastructure, and climate change makes matters worse.
High rainfall can strain sanitation systems that are already under stress,
allowing garbage to seep into water sources. On the other hand, dry
spells can cause water shortages, which compel people to use
contaminated water sources. 

BY AMANDA MANTCHOMBE

Amanda
Mantchombe

THE LINK BETWEEN WATER, SANITATION, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
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climate
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Ntcheu District
Hospital
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The water crisis
in Malawi isn’t

just about
scarcity—it’s

also about poor
distribution,
inadequate

infrastructure,
and

contamination.

In hospitals and clinics, a large percentage of diseases are caused by waterborne
infections. The spread of these diseases is exacerbated by the lack of clean water,
which affects hygiene standards. Furthermore, as recurrent episodes of diarrhea are a
major cause of undernutrition in children under five, a lack of good sanitation is
intimately linked to malnutrition.

CLIMATE CHANGE AMPLIFIES WATER INSECURITY

Flooding, another consequence of climate change, also poses a
serious challenge. When rivers overflow or water from heavy rains
sweeps through rural areas, it destroys homes, infrastructure, and
crucially, water and sanitation facilities. In flood-prone districts like
Nsanje and Chikwawa, communities are left with contaminated
water sources, heightening the risk of outbreaks such as cholera,
which has become more frequent in recent years. The water crisis
in Malawi isn’t just about scarcity—it’s also about poor distribution,
inadequate infrastructure, and contamination. Climate change is
making these problems more severe, and this requires urgent
attention through the lens of climate justice.

The effects of climate change are undeniable, and they are
particularly pronounced in regions like Malawi, where the majority
of the population depend on agriculture for their livelihood. When
rains fail or are delayed, crops suffer, leaving communities both
food and water insecure. Women and children, who are
traditionally responsible for collecting water, must walk farther to
find water, often from unsafe sources.
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PROMOTING CLIMATE-RESILIENT WASH SOLUTIONS

Addressing the water and sanitation
crisis within the context of climate
justice requires not only technical
solutions but also strong political will
and advocacy. Policies that prioritize
vulnerable communities in water
management, ensure equitable
access to resources, and promote
climate adaptation must be at the
forefront of national efforts.

To combat these challenges, there is a pressing need for climate-resilient WASH (Water,
Sanitation, and Hygiene) systems. Climate-resilient WASH focuses on ensuring that
water supply and sanitation systems can withstand the shocks of climate change—
whether that’s prolonged droughts, flooding, or extreme weather events.

The use of natural methods for water management is an additional option. Reforestation
and wetland restoration projects can enhance the soil's ability to retain water, lowering
the danger of flooding and promoting drought-tolerant water sources. To shield water
resources from degradation brought on by climate change, planting indigenous trees
around water catchment areas can help minimize soil erosion and stop rivers and dams
from silting up. 

One key strategy involves investing in rainwater harvesting systems that can store water
during rainy season and provide a critical water source during dry seasons. This would
not only help alleviate water shortages but also reduce the time women and children
spend walking long distances to fetch water, improving their overall quality of life.

THE ROLE OF POLICY AND ADVOCACY IN CLIMATE JUSTICE

The Malawian government has made progress in acknowledging the interdependence
of water, sanitation, and climate change through the National Sanitation Policy and the
National Climate Change Management Policy. To make a real difference, these policies
must be fully put into practice and incorporated into local development plans.
Community-led efforts, such as the promotion of climate-smart agriculture and
sustainable water management techniques, should also be encouraged and supported
through finance and capacity-building. 
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CALL FOR CLIMATE ACTION AND EQUITY

Furthermore, low-income nations like Malawi suffer particular difficulties in managing
water and sanitation in the face of climate change, which must be considered by
international climate funding systems. In order to achieve this, the focus must be shifted
from immediate assistance to sustained resilience-building. 

The intersection of water, sanitation, and climate justice represents a critical frontier for
both environmental sustainability and public health in Malawi. By investing in climate-
resilient WASH systems and advocating for policies that prioritize equity, we can move
toward a future where everyone, regardless of their social or economic status, has
access to clean water and safe sanitation. This is not just a matter of environmental
stewardship—it is a moral imperative.

As we move forward, the question of who is most affected by climate change and who
bears the responsibility for mitigating its impacts remains central to climate justice.
While Malawi contributes little to global greenhouse gas emissions, its people are
suffering the consequences of a warming planet. This stark inequity underscores the
need for international cooperation and solidarity in addressing climate change,
particularly in relation to water and sanitation.
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Did you know? Following the lessons learnt from the pilot of the implementation of the
2016 land laws, the Government of Malawi through the Ministry of Lands embarked on
the review and amendment of laws. Parliament passed the following Land Amendment
Bills in March, 2022; The Land (Amendment) Act, 2022; The Customary Land
(Amendment) Act, 2022; The Physical Planning (Amendment) Act, 2022; The Registered
Land (Amendment) Act, 2022, The Land Acquisition and Compensation (Amendment)
Act, 2022; and The Land Survey (Amendment) Act, 2022. This article, will highlight the
key sections in Land (Amendment) and Customary Land (Amendment) Acts, 2022. 

Where a lease granted by the Minister in accordance with this Act
expires, the land shall become public (Section 44A).
Where lease referred to above was created out of customary land,
the Minister may convert the public land to customary. 
The Minister may re-allocate the land giving priority to people of
surrounding communities.
Minister shall issue eviction order against any person who occupies
or uses public land without any valid grant or lease (Section 20A).

Access to Land for Investment
Land for all types of investment will be managed by Malawi
Investment and Trade Centre (MITC).
Land for investment allocated by MITC shall be withdrawn if not
developed within 2 years (Section 11:3).
Any underdeveloped plots shall be subdivided in accordance with
Physical Planning Act and may be re-allocated (Section 11:4).

KNOW YOUR LAND LAWS SERIES
LAND AMENDMENT ACT 2022

KEY PROVISIONS

(Section 39:1) Minister to re-enter any undeveloped freehold land if development is
not commenced within two years of coming into force of the law (Regulations will
guide the procedure).
Holder of private land who has not commenced development within 2 years may
apply to the Minister for extension the period within which to commence
development (Section 39:2).
Change of use of agricultural land to urban uses shall be on condition that the
owner surrenders 50% of the rezoned land, to Government.
Any surrender of land upon rezoning will be subject to Government paying
appropriate compensation (Section 44B). 



Communal land: customary land that has habitually been used, as a matter of
practice or under customary law, by the community and is managed by the CLC for
the benefit of the community.
TLMA: Traditional Land Management Area
CLC: Customary Land Committee

KNOW YOUR LAND LAWS SERIES 
CUSTOMARY LAND (AMENDMENT) ACT 2022

Section 20 (1): A customary estate shall be allocated by a
land committee to:

1.

An indigenous Malawian, or family of indigenous
Malawians; or 
A group of two or more indigenous Malawians, whether
associated together under any law or not.
(Section 20:2): A land committee shall not allocate a
customary estate to a partnership or a corporate body
whose members or shareholders are not indigenous
Malawians.

2.

(Section 20) Customary estate;3.
Shall be of indefinite duration
Inheritable and transmissible by will and, subject to any
set conditions under this Act.
Section 21:c) An application for a customary estate by an
individual or family in a TLMA shall not be accompanied
by a fee unless it is for a body corporate.

4.

(Section 28 (1): Customary estate shall not be sold.5.
Section 28 (2): A customary estate granted to a person or
family may be leased only with written approval of the
CLC and the TA.

6.

Section 28 (2): CLC shall review applications and
recommend to a TA for approval.

7.

KEY DEFINITIONS

KEY SECTIONS

My Land,
My Right

9
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Plastics are polymers, meaning, they are made by linking
chains of the molecules together to create a large molecules
(Grain, 2024). They are made from natural resources or
synthetically created resources including from cellulose, coal,
natural gas, salt and crude oil. Plastics are used in almost
every sector including packaging, construction, consumer
products, transport, electronics and industrial machinery.

BEATING PLASTIC POLLUTION
By IDA LINGSON

Ingesting
plastics may

cause
cancer

Ida Lingson 

IMPACTS OF PLASTIC USE

Despite that plastic has many uses and is being used by
millions of diverse people, plastic is a non-renewable
resource. Different researches have shown that plastics take
many years to decompose. As such, they are harmful to both
human health and the environment.

The use of plastics has contributed to health disorders.
Recent evidence indicates that humans inhale and ingest
micro-plastics through contaminated seafood like fish.
Additionally, micro-plastics have been found in tap water,
bottled water and even commonly consumed beverages such
as beer and salt. Studies estimate that the average adult
consumes approximately 2,000 micro-plastics per year
through salt (Isenaj, Z. 2023). Respiratory disorders like lung
cancer, asthma and hypersensitivity pneumonitis,
neurological symptoms such as fatigue and dizziness and
inflammatory bowel disease are potential diseases that can
be caused by micro-plastics.

Human Health

Share World
University
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Unlike other materials, plastics are non-biodegradable, they take thousands of years to
break down such that they pollute both water and land. Plastics poison groundwater
and disrupt habitats of some animals making it hard for some species to live and breed
naturally, leading to depletion in populations.

The soil gets damaged when humans dump plastic waste on land, which contributes to
loss of soil fertility, which in turn affects agricultural productivity. In addition, plastics are
used as seed coatings to mulch film. Most farmers dump these coatings at the farm as
soon as they have planted the seeds. Since it happens every season, the plastics have
been a burden to the fertility of the soil lowering productivity and contributing to food
insecurity in Malawi.

The Environment

Some studies show that in
2019 plastics generated 1.8
billion metric tonnes of
greenhouse gas emission,
which is 3.4 percent of the
global total and the
packaging sector is the
largest generator of single-
use plastic waste in the
world. This shows that
plastics have a bigger effect
on climate change every
year (Cleanhub, 2021). 

When these emissions accumulate in the atmosphere, they disturb the ozone layer,
leading to an abnormal rise in temperature which is affecting the stability of climatic
conditions.

Approximately 36 percent of all plastics produced are used in packaging. This includes
single-use plastic, and food and beverage containers, 85 percent of which ends up in
landfills or as mismanaged waste (Africa Renewal 2023).
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Introducing taxes on production and use of plastics, implementing stringent regulations,
and advocacy and awareness campaigns are among the main strategies that can help to
beat plastic pollution by limiting plastic production and use. Let’s work together to beat
plastic pollution for a sustainable Malawi. 

This can help by discouraging plastic production and use. By taxing the production and
consumption of plastics, manufacturers and consumers would be financially motivated
to reduce their reliance on plastics. The higher cost for plastic production would
encourage companies to switch to more sustainable alternatives.

Awareness campaigns are needed in communities, schools etc. to inform the public
about the environmental impact of plastic waste and to promote eco-friendly
alternatives. Awareness can help to shift people’s habits towards reducing plastic use,
opting for eco-friendly alternatives.
Advocacy groups can support governments to implement or enforce policies such as
plastic ban and penalties for plastic waste mismanagement. Campaigns can generate
public support for policy initiatives, creating a demand for stronger regulations and
ensuring governments are held accountable for their environmental commitments.

Introduction of pollution taxes on the production and use of plastic and the generated
revenues directed towards improved waste management can be an effective measure to
reduce plastic pollution and to generate funds for waste management.

SOLUTIONS TO BEAT PLASTIC POLLUTION

Introducing Taxes on Production and Use of single use Plastics

Advocacy and Awareness Campaigns
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THERE ARE SEVERAL ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES FOR
COOKING AVAILABLE IN MALAWI AND THEY SAVE WOOD FUEL IN %:

DID YOU KNOW?

Chipolopolo Mbaula 
and Pellets

LPG Gas
Electric Plate

Chitetezo Mbaula

Biogas

Smart Home Mbaula

44,995 MWK

2,000 MWK 7,500 MWK

62,000 MWK

18,000 MWK

288,000 MWK 66,600 MWK

Badwin Stove

INFO: The Promoting Equitable Access to Clean Energy (PEACE) project supports
rural communities to purchase these alternatives at 25% of the real price.
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THE TRIAL OF HUMANITY 

The courtroom was silent, as though even the air held its
breath. The only sound was the distant roar of storms
gathering outside, a cold foreboding drumroll signaling the
judgment to come.

SHORT STORY

Nnikiwe Soko

Murder! 
You murdered
entire species

“I stand before you today, not to plead, but to condemn,”
Nature began, her words sharp as the wind that could tear a
man into shreds. “For too long, you’ve ravaged what was
never yours to take. For too long, you have taken my beauty,
my life, and my future.”

Around him, the jury was not made up of humans, but of the
very forces he had tried to conquer: Drought, Flood, Fire,
and Storm. These elemental beings sat in judgment, their
presence a constant reminder of the destruction he had
unleashed. Above, seated on a high stone throne, was
Nature, her face a mask of sorrow and fury. Her voice, when
it echoed, roared like thunder across the room.

The court was hushed, and the gallery—the victims—
watched in silence. In the first row sat Earth’s victims—once
thriving, now barely holding on. The Pangolin with his
scarred armour, the African elephant with his tusks cracked
and hooves gone. And beside them, Earth, in the form of all
the species lost to the black-market, her eyes flowed dirty
tears, her roots twisted in pain, the branches that once
reached for the heavens now gnarled and dying.

In the center stood Man, shackled and grim, his hands
bound by the very actions he had committed. His face was
pale, and his eyes—once filled with the arrogance of
dominance—now held only the flicker of fear. He had
nowhere to run now. Earth, bruised and broken, lay before
him, her very soul a victim, her cries unheard for too long.

"Count one," Nature spat, her voice thick with venom.
"Murder. You murdered entire species, erased their cries
from existence." Her gaze fell upon the tiger. "Your greed
slashed open their homes, your hands stained in the blood
of those who could not defend themselves." You ate more
than your share, you sold what was not yours.
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“Count two,” Nature continued, "You polluted my waters, choked my skies, and
poisoned my very air." She pointed to the oceans, their waters churning with anger. The
once-pristine blue had turned to a murky brown, its creatures writhing beneath the
suffocating oil that flowed through the depths. “The fish you butchered, the corals you
suffocated—those were my children too.”

The jury nodded. Fire, flickering in the shadows, roared in agreement. Flood and Storm
stood still but exuded the suffocating tension of years of waiting, their hands twitching
in anticipation.

Malawi lost 1000
lives and an
estimated 

USD 500 million
 due to Cyclone

Freddy

The victims’ eyes, once dull, began to burn with the heat of their unspoken grief. The
forests, whose canopies once whispered with life, now stood silent, their spirits crushed
beneath the weight of chains of deforestation. They too, like the animals, had no voice
left to cry out.

“Count three," Nature’s voice was steady, but it dripped with fury. "Extinction. You
extinguished entire ecosystems, leaving them to rot in silence, without apology. You cut
the last breath from the lungs of the Amazon. You destroyed the heart of my earth.”

The room grew cold. Drought, the first to speak, rose slowly. "You’ve drained my life
force for decades. I sentence you to parched lands, where no rain will fall, no rivers will
feed you. You’ll beg for water, but none will come. Your crops will die, and your cities
will crumble.”

Flood stood next. "I, too, will not hold back. For all the ways you’ve drowned my
creatures, for all the soil you’ve swept away, I sentence you to the rise of waters. The
ocean will reclaim what you took from me. Your cities will drown in the very seas you
thought you controlled.”

Lastly, Storm spoke, his voice like the howling wind before a hurricane. "For every gust
you ignored, every warning you discarded, you will face my wrath. Your cities will be
torn apart, your homes scattered to hell, your lives cast into chaos. You will know my
fury, as you once knew my calm."
And with that, the judgment was passed.

Man stood in the center of the courtroom, now a broken shell of the power he once
wielded. Earth’s voice, though still silent, resonated through every inch of the room—
her pain, her loss, her extinction.
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Lidali dzana lija
Chathu chili cha ponda apa nane mpondepo chibale

Otiona ankati ncha mavu chimvano
Kusamalirana wina ndi mnzake
Ndicho chidali chathu cholinga

Ndiwanu moyo wadumbodi
Mwakamphindi mwasinthadi
Zoti zabwino tinkaninkhana

Ndiyakale mbiri
N’chiyani sindapereke kwainu

Mpaka kufika pondilikha mosaona nkhope
Mphweya wabwino

Mthunzi ponseponse
Chokhathamira chonde munthaka mosaumira ndipereka

Kuti zozadza nkhokwe mukolore
Chathu chikondi si chankhwangwa
Chija chongokoma pokwera pokha

Inde mwaife nyama zipezamo mpumulo
Sintchedzeranso, dziko lidalira ife muzambiri

Koma mmalo motichengeta
 kutikhapa ndiko mwasankha

Tilire bwanji?
Okhala inu anansi mukutilikha mwachikhadzakhadza

Wathu ubale mwawuponya kunkhongo
Anu maso mutaika pandalama.
N’zochepatu zomwe tikhumba

Kutibzala, nkutisamalira moyenera
Ndicho chakumtima kwathu chokhumba

Ndinu abale titetezeni
Tagwira yanu miyendo

Chonde imvani kulira kwathu.

GREEN POETRY
KULIRA KWA MITENGO

By Paul Shagant
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In the cradle of dawn, the Earth does speak,
A voice soft as winds on the mountain peak.

She whispers tales of forests vast,
Of rivers pure, a forgotten past.

But now her cries are loud and clear,
From melting ice to skies of fear.

The trees once strong, now frail and bent,
Plastic waves rise where oceans went.

Her children rise with hearts aflame,
To mend the wounds, to lift her name.

Biodiversity, climate’s plea,
Echoing through each leaf, each tree.

For justice walks on fragile ground,
Where life and land must both be found.

Let’s fight for seas, for air, for soil,
For farmer’s hands, for honest toil.

Together we are nature’s voice,
In her defence, we make our choice.
To heal, restore, and bring her grace,

A greener world for every place.

By Joseph Nthenga

WHISPERS OF THE EARTH
By Joseph Mbewe

In nature's tapestry, threads entwine,
A kaleidoscope of life divine.

From forests deep to oceans wide,
Species thrive, side by side.

In rainforests, ancient trees preside,
Monkeys swing, birds take their pride.

Coral reefs, vibrant hues display,
Fish dance, in an underwater sway.

In grasslands, wildflowers bloom and sway,
Butterflies flit; bees collect the day.

Mountains tower, peaks touch the sky,
Snow leopards roam, eagles soar on by.

Interconnected, we all reside,
Dependent on this delicate tide.

Let's preserve, protect, and restore,
For life's rich tapestry, we must adore.

BIODIVERSITY

GREEN POETRY
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cliff@cepa.org.mw / cepa.comms@gmail.com
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